
We are currently in the third quarter of our school 
year. It seems like each year moves faster than the 
previous one. As of February 10, we have not used 
any full snow days. Maybe that has added to the 
e�ect that this year is moving so quickly. When in-
clement weather arises, we always err on the side of 
caution. We do have four snow days built into this 
year’s school calendar. 

Another area of concern is school safety. In Jan-
uary, we installed a new visitor check-in system. 
Although this may be an inconvenience for individ-
uals who visit the school building during normal 
school hours, the safety of our children is without a 
doubt worth it.  

Furthermore, on February 10 we performed a 
school-wide lockdown drill. We want our sta� and 
students prepared if the need arises. Hopefully it 
never will, but in today’s world we cannot rely on 
hope. Our School Resource O�cer (SRO), Mark 
Hilsabeck, has been an excellent addition to our 
school this year. His insight has led us to improve 
our day-to-day practices and procedures.  

At this time, our winter sports seasons is winding 
down and spring seasons is about to begin. Also, our 
annual musical will be performed on February 28, 
29, and March 1. �is year’s production is Matilda. 
Please come out to a performance or game. �e stu-
dents will appreciate the support and you will �nd 
that we have some very talented youth.  

If ever you have questions on any school related 
topics, please feel free to contact me at kluedtke@
sevastopol.k12.wi.us or call (920) 743-6080. It con-
tinues to be a privilege to serve our school district.

Yours in education,

Kyle Luedtke, District Administrator 

�e second future of Sevastopol 
School begins on March 27, 2020, 
with a ceremonial groundbreaking 
for a replacement of the 1924 and 
1946 buildings where over the past 
decades, thousands of Sevastopol 
students walked the halls, received 
instruction in the “three Rs”, met 
people who in�uenced their path in 
life, and made life-long friends. 

 �ere will be speeches by dignitar-
ies and applause from well-wishers, 
but the guests of honor will be the 
entire student body, with 4-year-old 
kindergarteners through �fth-graders 
wearing commemorative plastic hard 
hats. 

 Festivities begin at 2 p.m., with 
a gathering in the high school gym. 
School o�cials want to share the 
historic moment with community 
residents who made it all possible. 
After introductions and comments, 
everyone will move outside for the 

groundbreaking. 
 �e long-anticipated ground-

breaking puts into action a commit-
ment made in 2018 by district voters. 
Architectural renderings depict an 
airy, modern design with classrooms 
sized and out�tted for today’s 21st 
century learning.  

 Superintendent Kyle Luedtke said 
the new structure to arise from the 
site of 1924 and 1946 sections will 
pay tribute to the past. �e sturdy 
wood handrail on the main stairs 
— touched by every student in the 
history of the school — will be pre-
served.  

 I look forward to the festivities 
but cannot help but re�ect on par-
allels to past and future. Imagine a 
scene set in 1918 — eight mothers 
around a kitchen table sewing clothes 
for local men serving in World War I 
and talking as they worked. As con-
versations go— then and now — it 

centered on their children and their 
educational opportunities. Sevasto-
pol students were dispersed among 
eight one-room schools, where a sin-
gle teacher taught grades one through 
eight. �ere was no high school, so 
many Sevastopol students ended their 
formal education in the eighth grade. 
In 1918, going to high school 12 or 
more miles from home was a task. 
�ese eight moms wanted something 
more for their children. 

 �e women formed a plan 
and presented it �rst to their hus-
bands. �e men were farmers and 
had plenty of work, but money was 
not plentiful. Some of them expect-
ed their children to complete eighth 
grade and go to work on the farm. 
�e moms had some convincing to 
do, �rst with their husbands and then 
with the townspeople. �ey needed 
to convince their friends and neigh-
bors to buy into the concept of one 
school, the bene�ts it would provide 
and the dollars it would cost every 
person in the town. �ey succeeded, 
and in 1920 construction on the red 
brick school house began. When it 
opened in 1924, it included a high 
school. 

 In 2018, a group of about 35 
community members — the Com-
munity Facility Advisory Committee 
(CFAC) — organized to pursue the 
di�cult task of �nding a way to bring 
the district’s facilities and classrooms 
into the 21st Century. �e referen-
dum passed at more than 60 percent. 
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Elementary students competed in the Scripps School-wide Spelling Bee on January 17th. Eleven classroom winners from grades 1-5 participated in the event.

Matilda the Musical - see page 2
School club updates - see page 7INSIDE:
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Note from the District 
Administrator

Groundbreaking When the past and future intersect
  BY LISA BIERI,  SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT

Continued on page 3.
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Sevastopol students are hard at work, re-
hearsing Matilda the Musical, which opens 
February 28 and runs through March 1, with 
shows at 7:00 on Friday and Saturday and 2:00 
on Sunday. All shows take place in the elemen-
tary gymnatorium. Tickets are available at the 
door. Adult tickets are $8; student tickets are 
$6; children � ve and under are free. 

Matilda the Musical, with book by Dennis 
Kelly and music and lyrics by Tim Minchin, 
is based on the Roald Dahl book of the same 
name. � e story follows Matilda, an extraordi-
nary girl who, “armed with a sharp mind and 
vivid imagination, dares to take a stand and 
change her destiny.

When her less-than-brilliant parents send her 
to school at Crunchem Hall, she meets the ty-
rannical headmistress, Miss Trunchbull. Faced 
with enormous adversity, Matilda decides to 
take action. With the help of her friends and 
her kind-hearted teacher, Miss Honey, this mi-
raculous girl inspires a little revolution, proving 
that everyone has the power to change their 
story.” (matildathemusical.com) 

Sevastopol Middle and High School students 
taking the stage to tell this remarkable tale are: 
Lucas Aspey, Sienna Cain, Bea Dramm, Owen 
Ensign-Foulds, Ethan Frank, Elizebeth Fiscus, 
Alexis Garrett, Kapri Gill, Caitlyn Hasenjager, 
Abbi Hayes, Lexie Henkel,  Rachel Hietpas, 
Molly Je� erson, Ellie Krohn, Ophelia Linnan, 
Finn Mathews, Liliahna Snyder, Lilly Turner, 
and Izzy Wadkins, with Sophia Abel, Scott 
Andreae, Rika Buergin Witt, Kylee Duessler, 
and Sam Herrell accompanying them in the 
pit band. 

“I’ve had my eye on this musical for a long 
time, shares director Amy Ensign. “Every 

weekend my family listens to Sunday Matinee, 
a radio program that features songs from mu-
sicals. One afternoon, they played Miracle, the 
raucous opening number to Matilda, and I was 
hooked!” At that time, the musical was at the 
beginning of a � ve-year Broadway run. When 
it became available for schools to do the show, 
“I snatched it right up!” says Ensign. 

Music Director Kim Souther joined Sevasto-
pol this past fall, and brings a rich performance 
background to the process. When the two 
spoke this summer, Souther and Ensign each 
shared a short list of musicals they were inter-
ested in producing, and Matilda was on the 
top of the list for both of them. After polling 
students and consulting with the Sevastopol 
School Administration, the decision was made. 

Sevastopl is in the middle of a wave of Matil-
da productions. Green Bay’s Notre Dame 
Academy closed Matilda two weeks ago, and 
Appleton North High School opens their pro-
duction two weeks after Sevastopol’s closes. 

Students began reviewing their scripts and 
music in December, with rehearsals beginning 
in the new year. 

“I like rehearsal,” says sophomore Owen 
Ensign-Foulds. “It’s a fun atmosphere where 
everyone works together towards a common 
goal.” 

� e rehearsal process begins with a read 
through and singalong, and moves on to learn-
ing music, blocking, and choreography. Towards 
the end of the rehearsal schedule, the cast works 
large pieces of the script and score by running 
sections at a time followed by notes and sce-
nework, and culminating in full run throughs. 
� e last week of rehearsal is all about adding the 
technical elements to the show: costumes, set, 
lights, props, sound, and the pit band. 

Souther and pit band Conductor Tanya Ha-
senjager have enjoyed working on the music. 
“Rehearsals are going nicely,” says Hasenjager.

Souther adds, “� ere are some really intricate 
and complicated parts where our actresses are 
having conversations through song. � ese have 
been quite tricky (but fun) to put together.” 

Senior, Elizebeth Fiscus relates, “Every song 
produces a sound entirely di� erent from other 
songs. Loud shows the � amboyant and cen-
ter-grabbing personality of Mrs. Wormwood, 
while Pathetic illustrates the fearful and timid 
personality of Miss Honey.  Each song has a 
tone that matches the character that sings it.
Miracle is a chaotic cacophony of all of the 
characters mixed together.  � e well composed 
songs of Tim Minchin give the musical exactly 
what it needs to be the masterpiece that it is.” 

With a set designed and built by the dynam-
ic duo of Klayton Kindt and David Foulds 
(now in their third year working together on 
productions), costumes by Lynn Tomjanovich, 
lighting, and sound by Jeremy Benton, and 
choreography by Anna Mae Beyer, Matilda the 
Musical is a lesson in what can happen when a 
community works together. 

Students and community members will en-
joy the humor, wit, and clever lyrics in Matil-
da the Musical, but they’ll go home with more 
than catchy tunes in their head. Matilda the
Musical has a lot of heart. 

“I think Matilda is such an empowering and 
transformative story,” shares 8th-grader Beatrix 
Dramm.  “It really makes you stop and consid-
er all that you do and all that happens around 
you. If you’re looking to see something that will 
give you a new perspective and motivate you to 
become better; it is a wonderful show to see.” 

 You are cordially invited to join the Sevas-
topol School theatre and music departments 
February 28 and 29th at 7:00 p.m., and March 
1 at 2:00 p.m. in the elementary gymnatorium. 

 “Somewhere inside all of us is the power to 
change the world!” - Matilda 
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Fifth-grader Savanna Kiehnau won her 
second consecutive school-wide spelling 
bee on January 17. Competing in a � eld of 
eleven classroom champions from grades 
1-5, Kiehnau outlasted the competition and 
spelled the words “absorptive” and “abun-
dance” to earn � rst place.

“It felt fantastic,” Kiehnau said of her spell-
ing the championship word correctly. “I felt 
con� dent for just about every word. It was 
pretty cool.”

Kiehnau and her friend, Charlotte Stueber, 
battled for � rst and second place.

 “I knew one of us was going to lose, but 
I was happy that one of us was going to win 
with both of us being up there,” Kiehnau said.

� e 13-round spelling bee included a total 
of 41 words. Among the challenging words 
were “periodically”, “contaminated”, and 
“proportionate”.

Down to the � nal two participants in 
round 10, Kiehnau redeemed herself after she 
nor her remaining competitor spelled “accel-
erates” correctly. Kiehnau successfully spelled 
“pamphlet” in the following round on her way 
to “absorptive” and the eventual champion-
ship word of “abundance”.

Stueber thought she would be more ner-
vous than what she was and was happy to 
have � nished in second place out of over 200 
elementary students.

“I was just happy that I got second place 
because that is pretty awesome,” she said. “I 
thought it was going to be worse than what it 
was. I feel like when you say a letter and every-
one is staring at you, it can be nerve wracking, 
but you get through it.”

Elementary Principal Aaron Hilts, the pro-
nouncer of the event, was particularly im-
pressed with the dedication and courage of 
the spellers who took to the stage.

“It was exciting to host the second-annual 
spelling bee at Sevastopol Elementary,” Hilts 

said. “� e representatives from each of the 
grade levels did a wonderful job – it is not 
easy to be on stage spelling in front of your 
entire school.”

Caralee Fellner of third grade and Paxton 
Linnan of fourth grade tied for third place.

“� e event was tense as we neared the � -
nal words with some good back and forth 
between our � nalists,” Hilts commented. “It 
was fun to watch and provided great drama 
for those in attendance.”

� e audience included the elementary sta�  
and student body along with several parents, 

grandparents and community members. � e 
judges panel consisted of teachers Diane Jen-
quin, Joel Schauske, and Justin Skiba with 
Bridget Bowers serving as the videographer 
and sound technician of the event.

As the winner of the school-wide bee, 
Kiehnau will once again have the opportunity 
to compete in the Green Bay/Kewaunee re-
gional spelling bee on February 17 at Edison 
Middle School. 

“We are very proud of all of our students 
and wish Savanna Kiehnau good luck as she 
goes on to represent Sevastopol at the regional 

bee in February,” Hilts concluded.
Kiehnau is no stranger to the regional spell-

ing bee after placing 18 out of 30 competitors 
last year. � is was a noteworthy performance 
considering the competitors consisted of stu-
dents from grades 3-8, while Kiehnau was 
only a fourth-grader.

A year older and a year wiser, she appears 
ready.

“I am feeling con� dent because I already 
know what it’s like and how to practice for 
it,” Kiehnau said. “My goal is to get in the top 
15.” 

‘Matilda the Musical’ opens this weekend
 BY AMY ENSIGN, DIRECTOR

Savanna Kiehnau defends her crown in elementary spelling bee
 BY JUSTIN SKIBA, THIRD-GRADE TEACHER

Nathan Hale, a well-known graphic novelist, 
visited � ve Door County Schools from Febru-
ary 24th-28th. Hale is the author and illustra-
tor of the Eisner-Nominated, New York Times, 
bestselling series on American History, Nathan 

Hale’s Hazardous Tales.
Hale spent the day at Sevastopol and met 

with 4K-8th grade students on February 25th. 
He also met with 9th grade English, 3D Sculp-
ture, and American History students. During 
presentations, he shared and drew an American 
history story that does not appear in his printed 
books. 

Hale’s passion for writing, illustrating, and 
history encouraged students to explore their 
own storytelling process and learn more about 
the history around them. � e school presenta-
tions were coordinated by Door County school 
library media specialists and sponsored by area 
school districts and parent-teacher groups, the 
Door County Community Foundation, Al-
trusa, the Christ Child Society, and Write On, 
Door County.

Additionally, the Door County Reading 
Council held the Nathan Hale Author Festival 
and writing workshop geared towards children 
in grades 3 and up and adults at Crossroads on 
February 24th. � e free, interactive event gave 
attendees the opportunity to write, draw, and 
create their own comic. � e festival was spon-

sored by the Door County Library Foundation 
and the Wisconsin State Reading Association. 

Along with celebrating authors and liter-
acy, the Sevastopol sta�  is busy preparing for 
our 5th annual Dr. Seuss Family Literacy and 
Engagement Night. Dr. Seuss’s “Camp Read a 
Lot” themed night will be happening at Sevas-
topol Elementary School on � ursday, March 

12th, from 5:30-7:00 pm, in the elementary 
building. 

With a camping-like atmosphere, we prom-
ise an evening of literacy and camping-related 
activities. Families will be able to explore, create 
and read together as a family-fun activity. Sta�  
are planning and preparing for events such 
as “Read Around the Camp� re”, “Camp� re 
Songs”, “S’more Fun”, “Star-gazing”, “Nature 
Crafts” and of course lots and lots of books. 

New this year, we will have a ton of gently 
used books that you will be able to pick from 
and take to your homes to keep. � e books 

are free and you may take as many as you can 
� t into a bag. Teachers and parents have been 
cleaning out closets to help us put books into 
the hands of our students. 

� e Dr. Seuss Night originated � ve years ago 
as a way to celebrate this famous author, � eo-
dor Seuss Geisel. Dr. Seuss Week is part of the 
Read Across America Campaign from the Na-
tional Education Association to bring literacy 
into schools and homes. Our event has grown 
from 93 people in the � rst year to over 300 at-
tending the last two years. 

Celebrating Literacy
 BY DIANE JENQUIN, K-12 READING SPECIALIST

Crunchem Hall students played by Alexis Garret, Sienna Cain, Lily Snyder, Ophelia 
Linnan, Molly Jefferson, Izzy Wadkins, Bea Dramm, and Finn Mathews are amazed at the 
antics of the school head mistress, “The Trunchbull”. Beloved teacher Miss Honey, played 
by Lexie Henkel, is also astonished and sits by, ready to step in to help her students.

Classmates Eric, Amanda, Matilda, and Bruce played by Sienna Cain, Lily Snyder, Bea 
Dramm, and Finn Mathews, respectively, “imagine a world full of peace and quiet” while 
participating in a very unorthodox physical education class. 

Exhausted physical education students Lily Snyder, Abbi Hayes, Kapri Gill, Lilly Turner, Ophelia Linnan, Molly Jefferson, and Bea Dramm take a 
breather while “The Trunchbull”, portrayed by Owen Ensign-Foulds, leads them in exercises in the musical number “The Smell of Rebellion”.

Third-grade teacher Justin Skiba, K-12 reading specialist Diane Jen-
quin, and fourth-grade teacher Joel Schauske serve as judges for the 
annual spelling bee.

Spelling bee fi nalists Paxton Linnan, Charlotte Stueber, 
Savanna Kiehnau, and Caralee Fellner pose with their 
awards.

Champion Savanna Kiehnau steps up to the microphone during one of 
13 rounds of the spelling bee.

Author Nathan Hale



My name is Daniel Petrina. I recent-
ly joined the district as the Assistant 
Building/Grounds and Transportation 
Director. I am excited to have this op-
portunity to work with all the students, 
sta�  and families.

I was born and raised in Door Coun-
ty, where I attended Southern Door 
School. During my high school years 
I worked for Remy Homes doing con-
struction work. �en I attended college 
for an Automotive Technician degree. 

After college my �rst job in the auto-
motive industry was with Bill Boettcher 
Incorporated, currently known as Jim 
Olson Motors. After ten years of expe-
rience, I became the shop foreman for 
�fteen years.

I am married to my lovely wife, Ran-
di. We have been blessed with three 
children, Brandon, Shawn and Abby. 
Ten years ago we built a new home on 
the Petrina Homestead, which has been 
in my family’s name since 1893. In my 
spare time, I enjoy restoring classic cars 
and attending car cruises with them.

Another hobby of mine is deer hunt-
ing and playing cards with family and 
friends. Also, I enjoy supporting my 
children in basketball, track, volleyball 
and many other activities.

I look forward to serving the district 
for many years.

 

Mark Herrell
Fifth-Grade Teacher

 
Much like the clipboard toting back-

up quarterbacks roaming the sidelines of 
football games, I feel fortunate to come o� 
the bench to be the new �fth grade teach-
er through the rest of this school year. I am 
quite familiar with Sevastopol School Dis-
trict. Both of my children have attended 
Sevastopol and are now in middle and high 
school. I have also been an active substi-
tute teacher in the school the past couple of 
years. It is invigorating to be around such a 
talented faculty and sta�. Special thanks to 
Ms. Rikkola and Ms. Ayer for helping me 
out. 

Background 
I grew up in Waukesha Wisconsin. I am 

a graduate of the University of Wisconsin 
Madison as well as Western Michigan Uni-
versity. I moved to Door County about 18 
years ago.  

After college I had a bit of a wondering 
spirit shown by moving from Wisconsin 
to New Mexico, California, Michigan then 
back to Wisconsin. I have been a teacher in 
�rst, fourth, sixth, seventh and eighth grades; 
should I include the week of Pre-Calculus, 
Calculus and Algebra 2 earlier this year at 
Sevastopol High School? I had to do a bit of 
studying for that assignment! I am having to 
do a LOT of studying for �fth grade too... 
Am I smarter than a �fth grader? Let’s see.... 

Most Recent Trip 
My daughter and I went to Chicago to 

watch the U.S. Women’s Soccer Team play 
a match against South Korea. We were both 
excited to watch Rose Lavelle, who plays 
forward, and is also a Wisconsin Badger 
Alumni. It was a lot of fun to watch them 
play in Soldier Field.   

Most Recent Accomplishment 
I recently completed an online Instruc-

tional Design certi�cation program through 
the University of Wisconsin Stout. �e 
coursework has enhanced my design of in-
structional materials especially as it applies 
to e-learning.  

See you in the halls! 

Sevastopol has been given the oppor-
tunity to open our doors to aspiring 
teachers within our Door County com-
munity. We are hosting two student 
teachers, Jenny Angeli in 5th grade with 

Mrs. Ayer, and Kaitlyn Stoller in 2nd 
grade with Mrs. Grooters. 

Jenny Angeli has a B.A. from Law-
rence University in �eatre Arts and is 
currently earning her elementary and 

middle school teaching license 
through UW- Green Bay. Born 
and raised in the Milwaukee 
area, Jenny moved to Sturgeon 
Bay three years ago, and has 
since fallen in love with the 
community. Outside of school, 
she enjoys running, biking, all 
things co�ee and being outside 
exploring with her �ancé, Si-
mon, and their dog, Lloyd. 

Kaitlyn Stoller grew up in Al-
goma and graduated as a Wolf 
in 2016. From there, she started 
her degree at Lakeland Univer-
sity, then transferred to UW-
Green Bay where she is current-
ly working toward �nishing her 
B.A. in Elementary Education. 
Outside of school Kaitlyn en-
joys traveling, exploring the 
outdoors while hiking and bik-
ing, and spending time with her 
family. 

Both Jenny and Kaitlyn are 
excited and thankful for the 
opportunity to be here gaining 
invaluable skills and building 
relationships with the commu-
nity. Student teaching is a vital 
part of the process of becom-
ing a teacher. In fact, it is of-
ten considered one of the most 
important experiences of new 
teacher training, because it is a 
time when aspiring teachers can 
learn under experienced teach-
ers already in the �eld. �ey will 
work within the classrooms for 
18 weeks, where they can apply 
what they have been learning in 
college and try strategies under 
the guidance of their cooper-
ating teachers. �eir depth of 
knowledge about content, and 
how to teach children within a 
school system grows exponen-
tially as they interact with stu-

dents on a daily basis.
�roughout a student teacher’s time 

in our school, they experience the 
workload of a classroom teacher. �is 
workload includes everything that the 
classroom teacher would do, includ-
ing but not limited to: detailed lesson 
plans, grading, meeting all students 
needs at their level, and much more. 
Understanding grade-level standards 
and lesson objectives, while trying to 
reach all learners, requires deep thought 
and conversation with the experienced 
teachers within the school. �e amount 
of teaching responsibilities of the stu-
dent teacher gradually increases to full 
time for a portion of their 18 weeks. 
�en, they gradually relinquish some 
responsibilities back to the cooperating 
teacher by the end of the semester. On 
top of the classroom teaching duties, 
they are also working to complete the 
requirements for their teacher certi�ca-
tion, called EdTPA for the Department 
of Public Instruction for licensure. �is 
is an intense time for these individuals, 
but also extremely valuable to their suc-
cess in their future classrooms. 

�e cooperating teachers, Katie 
Grooters and Stephanie Ayer, have 
agreed to partner with Kaitlyn Stoller 
and Jenny Angeli this semester by open-
ing their classrooms to them, so they can 
learn and �ne-tune the craft of teaching 
in their �nal stages before graduation. It 
is the responsibility of the cooperating 
teachers to mentor and support their 
student teachers in growing within the 
state’s INTASC standards of teaching. 
�ey spend much of their day coaching 
and evaluating the student teachers as 
these new educators teach lessons with-
in their classrooms. �e experience be-
gins with the cooperating teacher mod-
eling teaching practices, then gradually 
releasing their students into the hands 
of the student-teacher, while under 
their supervision. �is valuable time is a 
wonderful opportunity for highly-qual-
i�ed and experienced teachers to help 
in�uence the future of education as they 
help train aspiring educators.

Sevastopol Welcomes Student Teachers
BY: STEPHANIE AYER, FIFTH-GRADE TEACHER AND KATIE GROOTERS, SECOND-GRADE TEACHER

Sevastopol Schools use a combination of 
state-wide mandated testing together with 
a variety of screening tools to assess and 
monitor learning progress to benchmarks, 
as well as student academic growth. �is 
consistently gathered data, helps teachers 
to adjust curriculum within classes, as well 
as develop speci�c plans for individual stu-
dent intervention or enrichment.

“Sevastopol makes decisions on educa-
tion as well as adjusts curriculum based 
on data-informed instruction. Di�erent 
screening assessments used in combina-
tion with state-mandated testing are great 
tools to ensure student growth, as well 
as measure Sevastopol students’ ability 
to meet expected state standards,” said 
Adam Baier, Sevastopol Middle and High 
School Principal.

State mandated tests like the Wiscon-
sin Forward Exam, ACT Aspire™, ACT®, 
Dynamic Learning Map (DLM)™ and 
ACCESS, assess student ability compared 
to common core state standards, with 
testing occurring one time per year for 
speci�c grades. In comparison, screenings 
like NWEA MAP® and PALS™ may be 
completed a few times during the year to 
monitor growth and to help set progress 
goals during the school year.

Following is a list of assessments and 
screenings that are administered at Sev-
astopol with more detailed information 

available at Wisconsin Department of 
Public Instruction (DPI) and other links:
�e Forward Exam is designed to gauge 
how well students are doing in relation to 
the Wisconsin Academic Standards.

Type: State standardized test given to:
· grades 3-8 in English Language Arts 
(ELA) and mathematics,
· grades 4 and 8 in Science and,
· grades 4, 8, and 10 in Social Studies
Testing Window: March 23 to May 1, 
2020
For more information: https://dpi.
wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/assess-
ment/pdf/Forward_brochure_for_fam-
ilies.pdf

ACT Aspire™ Early High School assesses 
student readiness in English, mathemat-
ics, reading, science, and writing.

Type: State standardized test
· grades 9 and 10 students
Testing Window: April 6 to May 6, 
2020 For more information: https://
dpi.wi.gov/wisedash/about-data/aspire

�e ACT® with writing helps students un-
derstand what they need to learn next so 
they can build rigorous high school course 
plans and identify career areas that align 
with their interests. �e ACT ® is a college 
readiness test used to predict a student’s 
aptitude to be successful in their �rst year 

of college. �e ACT® tests include: read-
ing, math, English, science, and writing.

Type: State Standardized Test
· Given to all high school juniors
Testing Date: March 3, 2020 For more 
information: https://dpi.wi.gov/assess-
ment/act

�e Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM)™ 
assessment measures the academic prog-
ress of students with the most signi�cant 
cognitive disabilities. �e DLM system 
is designed to map a student’s learning 
throughout the year and is based upon the 
Wisconsin Essential Elements and aligns 
with the Wisconsin Academic Standards.

Type: State Standardized Test
· Grades 3-11 English Language Arts 

(ELA) and math
· Grades 4 and 8-11 science
· Grades 4,8, and 10 social studies
Testing Window: March 23 to May 1, 

2020 For more information: https://dpi.
wi.gov/assessment/dlm
ACCESS Students identi�ed as English 
Learners (ELs) are assessed annually to 
determine their level of English language 
pro�ciency (ELP). �e assessment can be 
e�ectively used for planning and instruc-
tional purposes.

Type: Federal and state law require an-
nual testing

· Grades K-12
Testing Window: December 2 to Jan-
uary 31, 2020 For more information: 
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/ell

Phonological Awareness Literacy Screen-
ing (PALS™) is a research- based screening, 
diagnostic, and progress monitoring tool. 
Wisconsin teachers use PALS™to identify 
students at risk of developing reading dif-
�culties, diagnose students’ knowledge of 
literacy fundamentals, monitor progress, 
and plan instruction that targets students’ 
needs.

Type: Early screening of foundational 
skills
· 4k through grade 2 are screened at 
Sevastopol
Screening Windows:
Fall: July 15- November 8
Winter: January 2 – February 14
Spring: March 3 --May 30
For more information: https://dpi.

wi.gov/assessment/historical/pals
MAP® Growth™ creates a personalized as-
sessment experience that accurately mea-
sures performance. Every question on a 
MAP Growth™ assessment is calibrated 
to a RIT scale. Because the equal-inter-
val scale is continuous across grades, ed-
ucators can trust it o track longitudinal 
growth over a student’s entire career.

Type: K to Grade 8 Screener
· Grades K-2 reading and math
· Grades 3-8 reading, math, language 
arts
· Grades 6-8 science
Test Windows:
Fall--September 16 – October 8
Winter--December 9 – January 31
Spring--May 4 – May 27 For more 
information: https://www.nwea.org/
map-growth/

In summary, the coordination and imple-
mentation of screening and state testing 
each year is a collaborative e�ort executed 
with trained proctors and sta�.

“Sevastopol School District works hard 
to ensure that the mandatory require-
ments of testing do not interfere with dai-
ly instruction, to the best of our ability,” 
said Melissa Marggraf, Director of Pupil 
Services. “We will continue to work hard 
to ensure that our students are prepared 
and continue to thrive
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School assessments and screeners aid data-informed instruction
BY SUSAN ANSCHUTZ, PUPIL SERVICES & SPECIAL EDUCATION SECRETARY

English Language Teacher Dina Saunders prepares Perla C. for annual Access testing.

�e Sevastopol School District has 
been engaged in strategic planning since 
January of 2019.  Many organizations 
engage in strategic planning which is the 
process of documenting and establishing 
a direction by assessing both where the 
organization is and where it is going.  A 
good strategic plan develops a common 
mission and values as well as long-term 
goals and action plans to reach them.

In the past year, the strategic planning 
committee, made up of sta�, students, 
community members and board mem-

bers, has developed a mission and vision 
statement. 

From this common ground, seven goals 
were developed.  �ese goals have been 
provided to groups called action teams 
charged with the work of developing de-
tailed action plans.  Areas that the stra-
tegic planning group focused on that re-
quire action plans are:
Equitable Access:

1. Co-curricular: Create athletic 
and academic co-curricular opportu-
nities that encourage all students and 
individual interests within our school 
community.
2. Curricular: Regardless of post-
high school intentions, our culture 
ensures growth opportunities are max-
imized and recognized for each student 
throughout an academic career, deliver-
ing a competitive edge over other dis-
tricts by including increased experienc-
es with apprenticeships, youth options, 

and enrichment/advanced placement 
o�erings at all levels.

 Preparedness:
With an ultimate goal of advancing em-

ployability and life skills within con�dent 
learners:

1. Learning Environment
Design, develop, and implement class-
room learning environments that utilize 
relevant, rigorous, and engaging learn-
ing experiences to assist all students at 
all levels.
2. Learning Supports
Provide guidance that connects school 
and families to help all students realize 
their potential.

 Social Responsibility:
1. Utilize available community resourc-
es to promote positive character traits 
by focusing on student behavior, global 
awareness, and acceptance.

Health, well-being and safety:
1. Align the necessary people and re-

sources proactively so that the core at-
tributes of safety, trust, choice, collab-
oration, and empowerment are infused 
into the district allowing every stake-
holder to feel physically and emotion-
ally welcomed and supported.
2. Ongoing assessment and improve-
ment of the district’s facilities and 
emergency plans to ensure a safe envi-
ronment for all.
Once developed, the action teams will 

present to the strategic planning commit-
tee to ensure that the �delity of the intent 
behind the goals are maintained.  Follow-
ing that, a presentation will be made to 
the school board.

�e action steps for these goals will take 
from one year, in some cases, to multiple 
years in others to complete.  Once fully 
realized, they will help make an already 
strong district like Sevastopol into one 
that is even better. 

Strategic planning – District’s next steps
BY AARON HILTS, ELEMENTARY AND ASSISTANT MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL AND ADAM BAIER, MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
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Dan Petrina, Assistant Building, Grounds, and Transportation Director
 BY DANIEL PETRINA, ASSISTANT BUILDING/GROUNDS AND TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR

NEW SEMESTER, NEW FACES

Student teacher Kaitlyn Stoller poses with second-graders Grace 
Olson, Finley Hadraba, Brody Sawyer, Kailee Gilbert, and Preston 
Surfus.

Jenny Angeli with her dog Lloyd.
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Magic club
  BY KLAYTON KINDT, 6-12 ART TEACHER

For the past several years, middle and high school students have been meeting after school on 
Wednesday afternoons to play a collectible trading card game called Magic: � e Gathering. � e 
game has players imagine themselves as powerful wizards who try to best one another in a mag-
ical duel by casting creature spells for battle� eld combat, while utilizing the abilities of artifacts 
and invoking the powers of enchantments.

 Each card has text that de� nes what the card can do, but also artwork that brings a visual 
element to game that helps player imagine the world and events that play out on the table. Of 
course, Art Teacher and club advisor, Mr. Klayton Kindt, � nds the artwork alluring. Science 
Teacher and advisor, Ms. Lynn Kotte, admires the skill of logic and deduction that makes each 
game fun and unpredictable. And student members like to socialize in less academic settings. 
� e game can be learned in as little as 30 minutes, but may take a lifetime to truly master, if ever.

 Magic Club meets each Wednesday from 3:12 to 4:20 in Ms. Kotte’s science room. All mid-
dle and high school students are invited to stop by. See you there!
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Sevastopol’s high school Multicultur-
al Club embraces and studies cultures 
that re� ect our student body and those 
beyond our walls. Each week, students 
meet for lunch to learn more about the 
“country of the month”. 

For example, in February we are study-
ing Nepal. Elizabeth Fiscus gave a brief 
presentation on the basics of the coun-
try including its location, food, clothing 
and traditions. Later in the month we 
will recognize the upcoming Nepalese 
holidays by trying traditional food. We 
are looking forward to a visit from Sevas-
topol sta�  member, Prem Lama, who is a 
native of Nepal. Each month culminates 
with a movie night where we select a for-
eign � lm to watch after school.

Recently, the Multicultural Club part-
nered with the Spanish I classes to take 
a � eld trip to see Mariachi Herencia de 
Mexico, a Latin Grammy-nominated 
band. Generously funded by the Sevas-
topol PTO, we traveled to see the show 
on the main stage at the Appleton Per-
forming Arts Center. � e band’s director 
explained the culture and history of ma-
riachi, including its roots in Mexico. � e 
passionate group, mostly composed of 
high school students, played traditional 
and contemporary pieces, showing o�  
their talent in singing, playing and even 

dancing. After the show, we traveled to 
El Sarape, a Mexican restaurant in Green 
Bay, for lunch. 

� e Multicultural Club is fortunate 
to have great � nancial support from our 
school and community. Sevastopol MAT 
(Music, Art and � eatre Guild) and  the 
PTO have both contributed to past � eld 
trips. Jandu Petroleum Pride Pumps also 
donates to the Multicultural Club each 

year. Our club fundraises as well, in the 
form of “Parents Night Out,” an eve-
ning where high school students provide 
babysitting for kindergarten through 
� fth grade students. 

As advisers, Amy Lautenbach and I 
enjoy providing enthusiastic Sevasto-
pol students with opportunities to learn 
more about how big the world is right 
here in their community.

Multicultural club explores the world
 BY CARRIE MULRAIN, HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH TEACHER

Since the beginning of the school year, 
both middle and high school robot club 
members have been meeting at lunch to 
plan for and build our competition robot 
for the FIRST Tech Robotics Challenge.  
In December, about 20 club members 
attended a qualifying Saturday event at 
Valder’s High School.  � e competition 
was amazing and for our � rst-year team, 
� erce. 

After � ve matches, Sevastopol seed-
ed seventh out of the 17 teams, which 
was amazing for our newbie team.  By a 
stroke of luck, we narrowly made it into 
the semi-� nal event, but after dropping 
both semi-� nal rounds, our team failed 
to advance but not before � nishing with 
the fourth overall alliance in competitive 
play.

While it was incredible to � nish so 
high as a new team, unfortunately, that 
was not enough for a ticket to state com-
petition where only the top three teams 
(based on judging, not the competitive 
portion) were able to advance.  Our 
team attempted to secure another quali-
fying event but due to a waiting list, we 
were not able to secure a spot.

Even though the team did not make it 
to state, our students learned a lot.  � e 
interactions with the other teams were 

positive and the lessons learned the en-
tire day will help us to improve next year.

While the competitive portion of the 
year is over for the club, students are still 
meeting daily to work on their own de-
signs.  � e current builds, one in middle 
school and the other in high school, are 
intended to be part of our � rst ever Sev-
astopol Battle-Bots Competition. 

Since the club’s inception, a common 
interest and goal was to hold a battle-bots 
(as seen on TV) style competition.  For 
this local event, the middle- and high 
school robots will be competing Su-
mo-Style.   A large painted circle on the 
ground will designate the arena. � e 
goal for each team will be to immobilize 
or push the other robot out of the ring. 
� e competition will likely be a best of 
three format and take place in the spring 
once the snow is gone and temperatures 
start to rise. 

� e Computer and Robotics club has 
been a great way to reach students in-
terested in programming, robotics, and 
STEM without needing to take an o�  -
cial course.  � e club is currently open 
to middle and high school students and 
meets during lunch every day in Mr. 
Phillips’ room.  

Computer and robotics club
BY DAVID PHILLIPS, BUSINESS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY TEACHER

Sevastopol Middle School is a place abuzz 
with sports, music, academics and clubs 
which make it a great place to be a student.

Middle schoolers at Sevastopol have been 
taught from an early age to value reading. In 
an attempt to keep this � re lit, Mrs. Chier 
started a club that meets in her room ev-
ery Wednesday during lunch, Battle of the 
Books. � is club reads common books and 
competes in statewide trivia competitions. 
It runs from September through February. 
Any passionate reader in 7th and 8th grade 
is welcome. Mrs. Dantoin hosts a feeder 
program available to 6th graders.

In 6th grade, students who have demon-
strated a strength in math through test scores 
and classroom observations are encouraged 
to join Math Olympiads. � is club meets at 
lunch once or twice a week from October to 
March in Mrs. Dantoin’s room. � ey have 
competitions once a month, which include 
schools from all over the world.

Mr. Newton is the coach of the middle 
school math team. � is team is open to stu-
dents who have proven math excellence in 
early grades. It meets on Wednesdays, 3:15-
5:00 from October through March and at-
tends two meets during winter months.

Sea Perch is Sevastopol Middle School’s 
newest club. Started this year by Mr. Ret-
zla� , this club is an underwater robotics 
program in which students work to build 
an underwater Remotely Operated Vehicle 
in an in-school or out-of-school setting. Stu-
dents are invited to join based on academic 
excellence. Meetings are held afterschool on 
Tuesdays and � ursdays.

FFA is a club open to any interested 8th 
grade student and meets monthly with Mr. 
Carlson. In addition to the monthly meet-
ings, there are district and other levels of 
competitions including creed speaking, quiz 
bowl and judging competitions. Recreational 
activities include mini golf, card party, dodge 
ball, turkey bowling, junk food relays, pump-
kin carving, tailgate party and bowling. Com-
munity service activities include, car parking, 
blood drive, cleaning the animal barns at the 
county fair, adapt a highway and helping at 
the Dairy Breakfast that feeds around 3800 
people around the Fourth of July.

SAGA
BY LYNN KOTTE
MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE TEACHER

� e Sexuality and Gender 
Alliance (SAGA) is a safe and 
open group for LGBTQIA+ 
students and their allies. SAGA 
aims to work together with the 
school and community in order 
to increase understanding and 
acceptance of the LGBTQIA+ 
family and allies in Sevastopol 
School and in society. 

SAGA’s goals include, but are 
not limited to, providing a con-
structive forum in school where 
students can express themselves 
without a binding claim to sex-
ual orientation or gender iden-
ti� cation; creating and main-
taining a safe environment 
for the support, education, 
and assistance of all students; 
and educating and promoting 
constructive dialogue around 
topics related to sexuality and 
gender in the Sevastopol school 
community. 

Middle School clubs
BY DAWN CHIER, MS ENGLISH TEACHER

Elementary students 
dedicated to Kids 
Heart Challenge
BY JEN WIESNER, PHYSICAL EDUCATION TEACHER

Elementary students participated in the annual Kids Heart 
Challenge, formally known as Jump Rope for Heart, during phys-
ical education classes from Feb. 12-14. � is event encouraged stu-
dents to learn about heart-healthy choices made through physical 
activity and nutrition while aiming to raise funds for the American 
Heart Association (AHA).

Each elementary student had the opportunity to register online 
through the AHA-sponsored Sevastopol Elementary Heart Chal-
lenge webpage. Students who register online have access to their 
own URL with links for fundraising, heart-healthy challenges and 
games. 

Currently, the elementary school is on track to meet or exceed 
this year’s fundraising goal of $6,000. � e money raised is used by 
the American Heart Association for research and support for chil-
dren and families a� ected by premature heart disease. Our student 
engagement in this event highlights just one more way our school 
community is committed to reaching out and supporting the larg-
er community. #PioneerPride

Senior Triston Beauchamp was awarded Cadet of the Year 
at the Wisconsin Law Enforcement Education Advocates 
Conference in Wisconsin Dells. Beauchamp is a member 
of the Sturgeon Bay Police Cadet unit and plans to pursue 
a career in law enforcement.  He will be attending NWTC in 
the fall.

Project 180
 BY CHRIS HORVAT, SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER

Project 180 is a county wide initiative that aims to decrease underage use of alcohol and other drugs 
by o� ering educational opportunities and by providing safe activities for students from across Door 
County to participate in. 

Most recently, Project 180 invited Mike McGowan to speak to our middle school and high school 
students about the increased usage of vaping products among teenagers. Mr. McGowan spent the day 
at Sevastopol o� ering seminars on leadership skills, strategies for resisting peer pressure, and the health 
hazards of using tobacco related products.

Two Project 180 members also recently worked with local law enforcement and the Door County 
AODA Coalition to perform tobacco compliance checks at 17 local area businesses. 

Coming up this spring the group plans to utilize our school resource o�  cer to give a presentation 
to the 10th graders on the potential cost of a drunk driving citation, will be teaming up with the FFA 
to attend a Green Bay Gambler hockey game at their annual “Teddy Bear Toss” and o� er a private 
screening of a movie at Sturgeon Bay Cinema open to all Door County students. 

Cadet of the year  

Students work on the Sea Perch robot.  

High School multicultural club members attended a mariachi performance at the Fox 
Cities Performing Arts Center in Appleton.



Spectators of Sevastopol’s athletic events 
throughout the years are sure to recognize 
Paul Spude, a longtime sports o�  cial and 
Southern Door alum. Whether viewing games 
from the stands or wearing the stripes in the 
middle of the action, Spude’s been a constant 
presence in the Door County athletic world 
for the better part of four decades.

“First and foremost, I miss the camaraderie-
ship with being with other o�  cials and work-
ing games both on the � eld and the court,” 
Spude said of having since retired from o�  -
ciating.

Spude’s contributions to Door County 
athletics stretches far past o�  ciating the oc-
casional weeknight contest between in-county 
rivals or encouraging the elementary youths 
who are only beginning to learn the funda-
mentals of their given sports. In fact, Spude 
has long understood that while student-ath-
letes are learning plays and physically prepar-
ing their bodies for competition, the rules of 
the contests are not always as black-and-white 
as Spude’s uniform.

“I always took pride in being able to explain 
things at any level, from grade school to high 
school and even at the college level,” Spude 
said. “I’ve had a good reputation for being a 
communicator for when people needed com-
munication and an answer. � at was sort of 
my forte.”

Spude recognizes that a beginner at any-
thing needs to have the opportunity to learn. 

“� e elementary students for football and 
basketball need a helping hand and that’s why 

I gave explanations as it was to improve the 
quality of the game and to help them under-
stand what they can and cannot do,” he said.

What elevates Spude’s o�  ciating presence 
is not only his knowledge of the hundreds of 
rules and violations within high school sports, 
but it is his uncanny ability to explain the rul-
ings in a way that is easy enough for the av-
erage participant or spectator to understand. 
His calm demeanor, genuine kindness and 
overall deference towards people is evident 
through his interactions with players, coaches, 
and fans. While many understand the necessi-
ty for o�  cials in sports, fewer know the stress-
es of split-second decisions, unusual rulings, 
and the occasional over-exuberant parent in 
the stands voicing their opinion to be heard 
loud and clear.

“� e number one reason that I would stop 
to explain anything was so that coaches un-
derstood and could work in practice to correct 
it,” Spude said. “My priorities in explaining 
were � rst to coaches, second to kids, and last 
for the crowd.” 

While Spude has had years to practice his 
trade, he admits that for new o�  cials the 
crowd can become a deterrent for younger of-
� cials to continue in the � eld.

“(New o�  cials) are not ready to get mass 
criticism when they’re trying to work hard and 
get it right,” he said. “� ere is no such thing 
as a perfect game. It takes time and patience. 
For the fans in the stands, I would hope that 
they realize that a younger o�  cial is doing his 
best. � ere is plenty to cheer for at the game 

and the last thing they need to do is yell and 
scream at o�  ciating. � at o�  cial, believe me, 
is trying to give his best.”

O�  cials are compensated on a per game ba-
sis. Knowledge of the regulations of the sports, 
including rule changes and points-of-empha-
sis each year are another task for o�  cials o�  
the court and � eld to complete. Spude’s pas-
sion for athletics and students extends beyond 
that. He is often communicating with coaches 
and athletic directors to set up opportunities 
to speak to teams regarding rule changes. 

More recently, in response to the shortage in 
the number of o�  cials for prep sports across 
the state, Spude has volunteered his time to 
recruit and train high school students who are 
interested in pursuing opportunities in sports 
o�  ciating. Jen Wiesner, Sevastopol’s athletic 
director, works with Spude to organize oppor-
tunities at the school.

“We have a couple interested individuals 
and instead of me pressuring them, I’m giving 
them an open ear,” he said. “Knowing where 
to stand and how to call things while learning 
the rules takes a few years.”

Sevastopol’s fondness for Paul Spude is mu-
tual. As a resident of the district, all three of 
his children, Amy, Matt, and Laura, are grad-
uates of the school. 

“I always tell people that o�  ciating a game 
is just a game, but on Sundays I go to the 
same church, the same restaurants and grocery 
shopping stores as the rest of the community,” 
Spude said. “I’ve been treated very well in this 
area.”

Wood-carved 
signage adds 
nostalgia to 
renovated gym
By Klayton Kindt

 6-12 ART TEACHER
& Adam Baier 

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

Walk into the newly renovated Sev-
astopol High School gym and you are 
welcomed by new lighting and � ooring, 
comfortable seating that incorporates stair 
walkways and handrails for guest safety, 
and signage that professionally blends 
the crispness and color of the Sevastopol 
school colors with the rural nostalgia of 
the school’s storied past. 

 “As we move forward with addition-
al renovations, and the new building 
project, we hope to continue to honor 
the amazing athletes who played in this 
gym and memories that have shaped our 
school community,” said Adam Baier, 
Sevastopol School Principal. 

 Banners around the gym display indi-
vidual and team championship sports, as 
well as provide recognition to long-time 
neighboring conference competitors. 

� e original gym space, built in 1965, 
has provided many cherished memories. 
It was the goal of the planning committee 
to maintain pieces of this history while 
improving for the future. When you look 
at the current Sevastopol gym, you will 
see a repurposed part of its past.  

Sevastopol art education teacher, Klay-
ton Kindt, proposed and carried out the 
idea to use the original bleacher boards to 
create wood signage that is now located 
above each seating section.

 “Sevastopol is a generational school,” 
Baier said. “With thoughtful planning to 
incorporate the old with the new, we hope 
to preserve some of our school’s rural nos-
talgia and culture.”

After four decades of o�  ciating, 
Spude inspires next generation
 By Justin Skiba, THIRD-GRADE TEACHER
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SCHOOL DISTRICT OF SEVASTOPOLSCHOOL DISTRICT OF SEVASTOPOL

Groundbreaking
CELEBR ATION

Please Join Us!

What A Groundbreaking Celebration to kick o� construction A Groundbreaking Celebration to kick o� construction 
of the November 2018 Referendum Projects

When Friday, March 27 at 2:00 P.M. We encourage all community Friday, March 27 at 2:00 P.M. We encourage all community 
members to attend!

Where Sevastopol High School Gym & Outdoor Site (Weather Permitting)Sevastopol High School Gym & Outdoor Site (Weather Permitting)

 “Pioneering the Next Generation” #SevastopolPioneers
Wear your Pioneer Pride colors!




